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" social service " was not stressed as the duty
America expected her sons and daughters to do
in return for the education she had given them.
In spite of all this the American intelligentsia
remains, on the whole, self-excluded from the
political life of the nation. The best minds of
America are not in politics and if, exceptionally,
one of them, overcoming his aversions, enters the
field as a candidate for high office, the political
machine is apt to eject him.

This state of things would be the more intel-
ligible, and perhaps less tragic, if minds of the
highest order were rarely to be met with and
only a few of them were available for the service
of the State. But, as every traveller of wide
experience will bear witness, they are not rare.
They are to be met with, in astonishing numbers,
in all the professions. And not least con-
spicuously in business; for though American
business, like business everywhere else, has its
hordes of practitioners who could hardly be num-
bered among the stars of any galaxy, you will not
have far to go before your orbit will be crossed
by some business man whom you would name,
not unfitly, " industrial hero" or " industrial
saint,'* or perhaps both. But you will have much
farther to go before you meet such types in
politics, except, it may be, in the persons of
rejected candidates. America is singularly rich
in the human material which might produce
political leadership of the highest order. The